Village Cricket Club - minutes of inaugural general meeting, 5 Feb 2004

Poorly hidden agenda 
1.Attendees or otherwise 

2.Quorum and other meat substitutes 

e.Fines 

3.Report from the north east London cricket league AGM 

П.Teas and tickle 

4.Officers and gentlemen 

5.Budget 

6.Bad light stops play 

7.Damon arrives and any other business is discussed (at length) 

8.Date of next meeting

The following are the hazily remembered minutes of the Village Cricket Club IGM, held at 8pm on Thursday 5th February, 2004, in the Birdcage pub, Stamford Hill, reassembled from the vague reminiscences and laissez faire notes of one Navjot A. Page...

1. Present and-or Correct: 

Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed: TJR, Teddy Thomas, the Morganeucadon, Stoat, Doctor Warner, Navjot, Potty, and McClarence. 

The late: Pyardley, Peregrine "D" Wait!, & TomBell™. 

Friends who cannot be with us: Broon, Smith, Kit Balyntine. Apologies: several poor jokes were made about Navjot being a poor apology for a human being.

2. the Quorum 

Quorum was agreed to be the captain or his named representative plus 5 others for meetings, and the captain plus 9 others for electronic votes. 

McClarence kindly offered to chair the meeting until a captain was elected. 

Navjot is responsible for the slightly sketchy nature of these minutes in lieu of a proper secretary.

e. Fines

£1 fines towards a collective pot were agreed for the following offences: ducks, goldies, beamers, drops, misfields, misspellings, mobile phones, ungentlemanly conduct, unexplained absence, fine leg, & pedantry. 

After a brief discussion it was decided not to fine for genuine awfulness as it may prove too costly. 

It was decided that democracy would agree these fines as a system of peer review might encourage more attention to be paid in the outfield. 

The Doctor quite rightly pointed out that these rules should be applied forthwith as, in the case of pedantry at least, this would serve to speed the meeting up. 

The motion was proposed by TJR, seconded by McClarence, and elected unanimously.

3. Minutes of the NELCL AGM 
Fixture list and NELCL minutes were distributed, the fixture list is to be published electronically by GCP on www.thevillagecc.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk.  We are the blank space on the current paper copy. 

Competitions: league (14 fixtures of 35 overs, 2pm starts, replays for rain?; distinctly social affair: 5 overs per bowler, with one leg side wide allowed in each. 2 run no ball rule); cup (20 over knock out affair, details to follow) 

The league website can be found via a link on www.ecb.co.uk. 

Navjot let out a high pitched squeal of excitement on noticing that Paul Turley, taciturn stalwart of the Turds attack, had been returned as NELCL treasurer.

n. Teas etc. 

A lot of the rules of cricket had to be explained to Stoat, who seemed quite keen on the idea of teas. 

Navjot to email league about tea etiquette and stump provision. 

Potty's proposal of buying www.thevillagecc.com was moved to budget, where it was summarily dismissed as a bourgeois frippery.

4. Officers and gentlemen 

The following annual roles of office were agreed on by unanimous vote: captain, secretary, treasurer, vice-captain (to be known as Miami Vice) and webmaster, of which the first three are mutually exclusive. Their responsibilities were discussed are given below: 

Captain - on-field leadership, assembling team, chairing meetings. 

Secretary - minutes, agendas, all correspondence, Record article. 

Treasurer - setting up bank account (poss. to be called "W staircase 2000/2001"), setting and adhering to budget, collecting fees and fines. 

Miami Vice - assisting captain in matches and deputising is his absence.

Webmaster - maintenance of website.

If any of the above is indisposed he or she is to ensure a named representative deputises for them.

4.1 elections of the officers 

Captain: McClarence (nom: Navjot; second: Dr Warner) was elected unanimously and toasted uproariously. 

Treasurer: TJR (nom: Morganeucadon; seconded Potty) was elected unanimously and toasted euphorically.
Secretary: there were two nominations: Navjot (nom: TJR; second: Dr Warner) and Potty (nom: McClarence; second: Stoat). Potty expressed that he was "not mad keen" on accepting the role and Navjot pointed out that while he would willingly do it, distance and possible absence made him not exactly ideal. Navjot was elected by quorate majority with two abstentions, and toasted with a fork on an open fire.

Miami Vice: again there were two nominations Teddy Thomas (nom: TJR; second: Potty) and Potty (nom: McClarence; second: Navjot). In the brief discussion it was noted that Potty would probably have to keep and bat in the top order, and though Potty is an astute tactician Teddy is a hirsute Simian. Teddy was elected by quorate majority with four abstentions, and toasted by inebriate frivolity with four absinthes.

Webmaster: in a bid to consign Potty (nom: Teddy; second: the Doctor) to a third defeat Peregrine (nom: Morganeucadon; second: Navjot) and Stoat (nom: Stoat; second: Stoat) were respectively nominated on grounds humour and technophobia. Potty was elected by quorate majority with no abstentions, and glasses were raised in two cheers.

5. Budget 

At this point Pyardley and a somewhat scared looking TomBell™ entered proceedings. 

An outline budget, drawn up by Potty and TJR in the five minutes before they left this evening, was circulated and discussed, with various costings and quantities being modified. 

The general consensus was that for this year at least the club run on minimum cost basis, with a voluntary membership fee (ca. £10-20) to cover the 2 x £150 league fee owed to Potty and McClarence, and match fees designed to break even. 

In light of this discussion it was decided that TJR would modify the budget and fees, which could then be modified by an e-vote. 

Andy was fined as conversation deteriorated. (£1 still to be collected by TJR) 

Navjot said he would continue to enquire about shirts. It was decided that these would be purchased individually and should cost no more than £20-25. 

6. Off break 

A chance was offered for those in attendance to siphon their pythons and-or refresh at the bar. 

During this break Mr Peregrine "D" Wait! arrived and unfoundedly accused Navjot of manufacturing needless bureaucracy in the form of the budget, fixture list and NELCL AGM minutes, with the almost hackneyed line "Page, is this your doing." 

7. Any other business 

7.1 Constitution (prop: the Doctor; second: Stoat) 

It was decided by quorate majority with two abstentions and Navjot in absentia that the secretary was to draft a constitution addressing: 

· mission statement 

· left over funds 

· name of club

· club moto (sic.) - F.E. New to advise

· election procedure 

The draft is to be amended online and approved by the next meeting. 

Navjot returned and muttered something about unwritten constitutions and the Doctor's parentage. 

7.2 Damon Wake is the club's official tosser (prop: TJR; second: Potty) 

If 3 tosses are lost in a row Peregrine is to be appointed official tosser for ever and ever, Amen - unanimously agreed and quorate. 7.3 Sledging (prop: McClarence; second: everyone)

7.3 Sledging (prop: AEMcC; second: everyone)

As the club is a social side pointless banter, clapping and non sequiters are encouraged. Offensive sledging and racism are not tolerated and would result in match and-or club bans. - again unanimously agreed and quorate. 

Stoat pointed out that as it doesn't snow in the summer it would be quite hard to go sledging anyway, be it offensive or otherwise. 

7.4 Morgans is a deviant 

Andy blurted this out and told me to write it down. 

7.5 Dress 
League rules require that we take the field in whites. Navjot offered the following gem: "Whilst a well turned out team is not necessarily a good team, the best teams are invariably well turned out." 

(Know the game: Rugby Union; 1950something). 

101 all out – Patroness 

The following were nominated for the role of Patroness, the figure in brackets denotes number of the votes they obtained at the first ballot: 

- Roger Moore                         
(1) 

- Melvyn Buddle                      
(4) 

- Lord Eatwell of Mange Tout             
(4)

- the Late Lady Elizabeth Bowes Lyon      
(2) 

- Phil Harding                             
(0) 

As the first vote was tied Lord Eatwell and Melvyn went into a second ballot with the following outcome: 

- Lord Eatwell                             
(4) 

- Melvyn Buddle                         
(6) 

This decision was greeted with much whooping, rapture, and several toasts, at which point TomBell™ left, looking even more scared than he did on arrival. It was agreed that the secretary would write to Mr Buddle asking him to become the club patroness, although Potty would put his picture on the club website first. In the unlikely event that Mr Buddle declines, then the list will be worked through in order. 

8. Date of next meeting.

To be arranged as necessary via email.
